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This co lum n takes its n am e from  the  p o p u la r  p rin te r 's  
m ark  show n  above. Leigh H u n t u se d  th e  ind ica to r m ark , also 
called a fist, h a n d  d irector, or index  to  sign  h is co lum n in  the  
Examiner an d  later chose the  Indicator as the  title for h is n ew  
jou rnal th a t ran  from  O ctober 1819 th ro u g h  M arch 1821. In  an  
ep ig raph , H u n t exp la ined  th a t th e  A frican ind ica to r b ird , w h e n  
looking for honey , w o u ld  issue  "a  cheerfu l cry"  to indicate 
sw eets to its follow ers. The ed ito rs  h o p e  th a t th is  co lum n 
serves a sim ilar p u rp o se . The Indicator is u se d  to  d irect special 
a tten tion  to various topics, includ ing  fo rthcom ing  p rog ram s 
an d  speakers, exhib itions, a n d  n ew s of selected  acquisitions.
The University of Iowa Libraries Exhibitions Program for 1992
OUR ENVIRONM ENT
This exhibition in c luded  som e of the  h isto ry  of h u m a n k in d 's  
destructive effect on  its n a tu ra l en v iro n m en t, em p h asiz in g  th a t 
th is is n o t a d ev e lo p m en t th a t beg an  w ith  the  Industria l 
Revolution. It illu stra ted  such  p rob lem s as overg raz ing  an d  
o ther agricu ltural p ractices w h ich  have  accoun ted  for the 
advance of deserts  an d  ex tinction  of p lan t a n d  an im al species. 
A no ther p a rt of the  exhibition  focused  on  the  m ajor global 
ecological th rea ts , such  as defo resta tion , ozone d ep le tion , an d  
ocean pollu tion . O ne of th e  free-s tand ing  cases concen tra ted  
on  the  ecological d estru c tio n  resu ltin g  from  th e  u ses  of fossil 
fuels. A th ird  section fea tu red  m ore local ecological concerns 
such as the  effects of " fencerow  to fencerow  tilling"  o n  soil 
dep letion , the  con tam ina tion  of w a te r by  ag ricu ltu ra l chem i­
cals, an d  con trasted  som e of th ese  p rob lem s w ith  app roaches 
tha t are m ore ecologically friendly . This section  also fea tu red  
the efforts of J.N . "D ing"  D arling  an d  D ucks U nlim ited  to 
preserve  w ildlife hab ita ts.
This exhibition w as p rep a re d  by  D avid  L epse, D avid  M artin , 
and  M elanie W ilson, w ith  assistance from  D avid  H u d so n ,
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m id-M arch  th ro u g h  m id-A pril 1992.
CARROLL COLEMAN, PUBLISHER, AND THE PRAIRIE 
PRESS
This exhib ition  will h o n o r the  w ork  of the  late Carroll 
C o lem an , p ro p rie to r of the  Prairie P ress an d  one of the  m ost 
in fluen tia l p rac titioners  of fine p rin tin g  in  the  U n ited  States. In 
the  course  of th irty -n ine  years , th ir teen  of C o lem an 's books 
w ere  n a m e d  am ong  th e  "Fifty Best Books of the  Y ear" by  the 
A m erican  In stitu te  of G raphic  A rts. H is g rea test in te rest as a 
p u b lish e r w as in  p ro d u cin g  th e  w ork  of living poe ts  in  h a n d ­
som e books th a t so ld  for m o d est prices. In do ing  th is, he 
in fluenced  g enera tions  of p rin te rs  an d  pub lish e rs  in  the  M id­
w e s t a n d  across the  coun try . O n  d isp lay  will be a generous 
selection of books from  the  Prairie P ress, sam ples of C olem an 's 
d esig n  w ork  for o th e r p resses  a n d  p ub lishers , a n d  co rrespon ­
dence  from  the  C olem an  archive.
This exhib ition , to  be p rep a re d  by  D avid  Schoonover and  
Rijn T em pleton , will be fea tu red  from  m id-A pril th ro u g h  M ay 
of 1992.
THE SHORT STORY IN ENGLISH
O n  June  6-7, 1992, The U niversity  of Iow a will be the  site for 
th e  Second In te rnational C onference on  the  Short Story in 
English , sp o n so red  by  creative w riting  p rog ram s at the three 
R egen ts ' un iversities. Such w rite rs  as John  B arth, Joyce Carol 
O ates, Leslie M arm on  Silko, Barry H a n n a h , A n n  Beattie, 
R obert C oover, Bobbie A n n  M ason , D avid  U pdike, an d  W .P. 
K insella have  ag reed  to  a tten d . Scholars, critics, an d  o ther 
w rite rs  will d iscuss a range  of topics affecting the  sh o rt story. 
The U niversity  L ibraries w ill fea tu re  an  exhibition  on  short 
sto ries, to  be p rep a re d  by  S andra  Ballasch, M argaret R ichard ­
son , a n d  H elen  Ryan.
THE IOWA SZÁTHMARY CULINARY ARTS SERIES
The U niversity  of Iow a Libraries a n d  th e  U niversity  of Iow a 
P ress are p leased  to  an n o u n ce  an  im p o rtan t pub lish ing  collab­
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an d  m an u scrip ts  fo rm ed  by  C hef Louis 
S zathm áry a n d  d o n a te d  to  th e  U niversity  
in  th e  1980s. P lans call for includ ing  
rep rin ts , n ew  ed itions, a n d  tran sla tions 
of rare  texts, ran g in g  from  the  fifteen th  
cen tu ry  to the  p re se n t a n d  rep re sen tin g  a 
d iversity  of cu ltu res, na tionalities, an d  
languages. The series is b e ing  ed ited  by  
D avid  E. Schoonover, C u ra to r of Rare 
Books an d  of th e  S zathm áry  C ollection of 
C ulinary  A rts.
K ebobbed oysters a n d  oyster sh o rt cake in  Iow a? Yes, as w ell 
as g reen  corn  balls, tom atoes stu ffed  w ith  eggs, an d  P .E .O . 
salad! These are som e of the  m ore u n u su a l selections from  the  
P.E.O . Cook Book Souvenir Edition, p u b lish ed  in  February  1992. 
First p ub lished  in  1908 by  m em bers of P .E .O . C h ap te r "M " in  
Knoxville, Iow a, th is text is be ing  re-issued  in  facsim ile. T hese 
575 recipes take m o d ern  cooks back to  a tim e w h e n  the  ability 
to p repare  attractive, delicious d ishes w ith  econom y a n d  in n o ­
vation  w as bo th  a challenge a n d  a m ajor source of p ride . In  
add ition  to th e  recipes, the  vo lum e fea tu res 25 b lack-and-w hite  
v iew s of public bu ild ings a n d  p rivate  residences in  Knoxville. 
A lthough  83 years have in te rv en ed  since th e  book  first a p ­
peared , it is still possib le to  iden tify  m an y  bu ild ings from  these  
illustrations. This in au g u ra l vo lum e in  th e  Iow a S zathm áry  
C ulinary  A rts Series w ill p rov ide  read ers  w ith  a taste  of 
M idw estern  cu linary  h isto ry  a n d  d em o n stra te  the  P .E .O .'s  
invo lvem ent in  an  a ttractive Iow a tow n.
N elson  A lgren 's  America Eats, to  be p u b lish ed  in  M ay 1992, 
p resen ts  for the  first tim e a g a th e rin g  of p eop les, reg ions, 
states, foods, stories, songs, a n d  recipes, h a rv es ted  after m ore 
th an  fifty years. A lgren  collected the  in fo rm ation  for America 
Eats in  the  late 1930s as p a rt of a W PA  pro ject to  p ro d u ce  a 
series of gu ides covering  several reg ions of the  U n ited  States. A 
p ioneering  w ork  in  tracing  A m erican  gastronom y , th is  book 
describes types  of im m igration , se ttlem en t, a n d  custom s as
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na tiona l or occupational g roups, com m unities, or regions. 
W ith C hicago as h is p rim ary  base of opera tions, A lgren con­
cen tra ted  on  the  M idw est, ran g in g  from  Ind iana  to N ebraska 
an d  from  M inneso ta  to  K ansas. A lthough  he com pleted  his 
project, th e  w ork  rem a in ed  u n p u b lish e d  w h e n  the  governm en t 
tu rn e d  its a tte n tio n  first to w ard  national defense  an d  th en  to 
w ar m obilization.
A lg ren 's  p e rso n a l copy of the  America Eats typescrip t, headed  
"A m  Eats A lg ren" in  pencil in  h is h an d w ritin g , rem ained  in  his 
possession  u n til M arch 1975, w h e n  he  he ld  a silen t auction  of 
h is a p a rtm e n t's  c o n te n ts—appliances, fu rn itu re , m anuscrip ts, 
p h o to g ra p h s —before  leav ing  C hicago for good. The typescrip t 
th e n  p assed  directly  to h is friend  Louis S za thm áry , w ho  had  
im m edia te ly  recogn ized  its cu linary , historical, a n d  literary 
values. America Eats is a p rim e exam ple of original research  
d o cu m en tin g  the  h isto ry  a n d  sociology of food.
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